AP Literature and Composition Research Paper Rubric


	
	Exemplary 
	Very Good
	Needs Improvement
	Poor

	Thesis/Structure
(20)
	Thesis is clearly stated in the introduction and is parallel.  

The paper always keeps focused on the thesis.  
	Thesis is stated and is parallel. 

The paper mostly stays focused on the thesis. 
	Thesis is not clear and is not parallel. 

The paper somewhat stays focused on the thesis. 
	Thesis is not present.  

The paper rarely stays focused on the thesis.  

	Format
(16)
	Always uses appropriate MLA format for internal citation, Works Cited, Heading, etc. 
	Mostly uses appropriate MLA format for internal citation, Works Cited, Heading, etc.
	Somewhat uses appropriate MLA format for internal citation, Works Cited, Heading, etc.
	Rarely uses appropriate MLA format for internal citation, Works Cited, Heading, etc.

	Content
(20)
	Primary source is thoroughly discussed.  

Secondary sources thoroughly address thesis.  
	Primary source is often discussed.  

Secondary sources mostly address thesis.  
	Primary source is somewhat discussed.  

Secondary sources somewhat address thesis.  
	Primary source is rarely discussed.  

Secondary sources rarely address thesis.  


No errors in sentence structure and word usage.


Almost no errors in sentence structure and word usage.


Many errors in sentence structure and word usage.


Numerous errors in sentence  structure and word usage.

	

	Analysis
(20)
	Always moves beyond summary and analyzes quotations/references to text. 
	Mostly moves beyond summary and analyzes quotations/references to text.
	Somewhat moves beyond summary and analyzes quotations/references to text.
	Rarely moves beyond summary and analyzes quotations/references to text.

	Style and Voice
(4)
	Writer always has a clear, unique style and consistently excellent command of language; confident, fluid voice.  
	Writer mostly has a clear, unique style and a good  command of language. 
	Writer infrequently displays linguistic style and has shaky command of language.  
	Writer struggles with creating a sense of style and voice; paper sounds choppy and inconsistent.    


